Read Aloud Planning Template

Title of Text:
The Graffalo by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler

Evaluate

Background Knowledge
- Students know about being small around bigger animals/people and using quick thinking/problem

solving to stay safe.
- Many of the students will be familiar with forests, predators (fox, owl, snake) and being invited to

something that they might not feel safe going to.

Funds of Knowledge
- Experiences telling “tall tales” or exaggerating to sound brave or impressive.
- Knowledge of animals’ deits, habits, and fears from other stories and media.

Potential Stumbling Blocks

- Understanding that the mouse invented the Gruffalo at first, and then a real gruffalo appears later in
the story (imagined vs. real).

- Tracking the repearing patter of fox to owl to snake and how the mouse’s strategy stays the same
but details change.

- Inferring that the mouse uses courage and clever words instead of strength and size to let the
Gruffalo know that the mouse is the scary animal and he should be scared.

- That the mouse played a trick on the other animals and the Gruffalo.

Instructional Opportunities

- Teach story structure (patterent encounters, and problem solving )

- Allow students to work on descriptive language. How repeated phrases and strong adjectives make
the Gruffalo vivid.

- The students can practice prediction and cause/effect each time the mouse talks to a predator and
to the Gruffalo.
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Explain

Brainstorm Unfamiliar Words

- Terrible

- Tusks

- Claws

- Jaws

- Knobby Knees
- Turned out

- Roasted fox, Owl ice cream, Gruffalo crumble

Short, Simple
’ I ; . . . d
Words to Teach Straightforward Words to Explain i Slmple. S.t-ralghtforwar
. .. Definitions
Definitions
Terrible Very bad/scary Brave Doing something when you feel scared
Tusks Long teeth that stick out the animals mouth Clever Good at making p|ans/ideas
Claws Sharp nails Predator Animal that hunts other animals
Jaws Mouth bones
Think Alouds

- With the fox, “The fox wants to eat mouse, but the mouse quickly makes up a story about the
Graffalo, | am thinking he is using his imagination to stay safe.”

- When the Gruffalo appears”l am suprised, just liek the mouse, | thought the Gruffalo was pretend
- Walking in the woods with the Gruffalo: “Now the other animlas see the Gruffalo and run. | am
thinking they believe the mouse is powerful because of who is walking in the forest with him.”

- “When the mouse says ‘Gruffalo crumble’ | can tell he is still using words to scare others.”

Stopping or Pausing Points

- Predict what mouse will do after invitation
from the fox, owl, snake (see pattern)

- When the Gruffalo appears

- When mouse and Gruffalo walk past all
other animals

| Language

- | notice the mouse keeps calm, and mast a plan fast.
- | wonder what it would feel like to be small but walk
with such a huge, scary creature

- | am realizing the mouse doesnt need to fight, he
uses his words and ideas as his safety
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Engage and Extend

Social-Emotional Learning Engagement

- When have you felt small or scared but still tried somthing?what helped you feel braver?

- The class creates a chart that is titled “ways to be clever intead of fighting” students write their ideas
on sticky notes and then put them in the correct section below the heading.

Cross-Curricular Extensions

Extensions to Support Reading and Writing

- read the pictures, read the words, retell the story using words or words and props.

- perspective writing: one or two sentences from the fox’s, owl’s, mouse’s and Gruffalo’s point of view
after seeing the gruffalo.

Students fill in worksheet:

1. Draw/colour a new creature on student handout

2. Fill out creatures name, what it eats, and what its scared of.

3. Teacher asks these questions to the class “tell me about its teeth. What does it eat?, Why would
mouse be scared of it?”

4. On the bottom of the picture students will have to answer: what their creature wants to do with
mouse, mouse says no because its going to have lunch with a Gruffalo, whats a graffalo?, Whats the
graffalo’s favourite food?, their creature leaves. Their last sentence will be “On went the mouse in the
deep dark wood.
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